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13 questions for Jack Brawdy
Vhere were you born?
I was born in Denver, Colorado. ilIy
parents honeymooned in Colorado and
liked it so much they stayed there. I'm
the oldest of four kids. Later we had a
tragedy in the family: one of my
mother's brothers was killed. We all
went back to Pennsylvania for the funeral and stayed. I grew up in South
Park" PA" about ten rniles south of
Pittsburgh.
I spent four years in a Carrnelite Missionary Seminary. But I dropped out:
The girls who came to watch us play
on the a.thletic field looked rnuch too
good... much too good for me to be a
serninarian.
Why did you choose the Navy?
My younger brother joined the arrny
and came home from basic training
wearing a uniforrn with a shirt and a
neck tie-and he didn't like it at all. I
joined the Navy because I wanted to
wear comfortable clothes.
Boot camp?
Newport, RI, for about nine weeks.
There they decided, for some reason, I
had some aptitude for working with
tools and shipped me off to torpedo
men's school for 16 weeks of training,
When iliil you board the Champlin?
From torpedo school they sent me to
Pier 92 in New York City where I
spent three or four days; me and another man; he was a TM2c f was a TM

striker. One day they sent us to pier
'
42 at the Brooklyn Navy Yard. It
was winter and they loaded us in the
back of a pick up tmck; it was so cold
our eyes and our teeth ached. I've
never been colder. We reached the
Champlin and boarded her-next day
we sailed on our first trip to Casa
Blanca. All totaled we crossedthe
Atlantic 15 or 17 times while I was
aboard, that included crossings to
Ireland and Wales.
Where did you bunk on the Champlin?
The after portion, way down below
decks.
What was your biggest adjustment to
living aboard ship?
The times when you got really sea
sick. You had to learn to ignore it and
do your work.
Vhere were you stationed?
We were on deck most of the time
taking care ofthe torpedoes and torpedo mounts. We also took care of
the depth charges. There were depth
charge st.ations port, starboard and
on the fan tail.
What is your most vivid Charnplin
recolleetion?
Chasing the U Boat; bringing it to
L h es u r f a c e ;f i r i n g o n i t ; r a m m i n g i I
and the loss of our skipper. That was
a dramatic, emotional experience.
Ifow long were you stationed on the
Charnplin?
About a year and a half. Vhile the
Charnplin was in the Nary yard being

repaired, after ramming the sub,
the Navy sent me to advanced
torpedo school at Bremerton,
WA. Then I was assignedto a
new destroyer, I)D 594, the USS
Hart. I spent the rest of the war
in the Pacific.
When were you discharged?
1945 in Sarnpson, NY
What was the first thing you iliil
as a civilian after being ilischarged
Bought the biggest vanilla milkshake I could find.
Tell us about your life after the
Navy?
After about 45 days f took a security job at a plant which printed
Chinese currency. But that didn't
last long. I went to work for General Motors in Pittsburgh and
stayed with them until I retired
31 years later. I've been retired
nearly 25 years and pretty soon
I'll turn 87. Ruth and I married
in1947 and had four children. We
have four grand children and one
beautiful great- granddaughter.
How important was you.r
Champlin experience?
The time I spent on the Champlin
had a profound effect on my
life-the camaraderie; the experiences we shared. I tell people, the
friends of my Navy days are still
the most special friends of my
life.
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GODDARD E BECI(

Bditor's note: ly'at Lerner took the nlessagebelowfrom the USS Clnmplin website. It
appears to befrom a son, but effirts to contact the sender were unsuccessful.
F r o m : L a n c a s l e r ,P a .
Comrnent: My Dad, Goddard F. Beck remains very proud of his years of service with
this great ship, USS Champlin. He continually shares all his rnemories with all of his
seven children and ten grandchildren and one great grandchild. He enjoyed going to
the reunions, especially with his friend Paul Day.
He also enjoyed all the newsletters, The Seaweed.
He is doing well and keeps busy. He will be 90 years young on August 27. He would
love to hear from any of his shipmates at 1064 Wheatland Ave., Lancaster, Pa.

From George Stvle

Doris DiSanto

7

Just a note with a little sad news. I believe most of the crew hnows thdt Caesar
DiSanto is in a nursinE;home in Florida. Caesar is doing ok and has adjusted to being
there. The sad news is his wifeo Doris, has just passed away; I believe it was in July.
Senior Ollmpics
Now for a little hoppy news: Every yeat since l9B7 I have entered the Long Island
Senior Games. This year I made out fairly well. I won five gold medals-two in bowling, two in table tennis and one in golf. A few years back, I won seven medals taking
part in swimming and track and field. Other than that, all is well.
Charleston Reunion
As for Charleston, at this point I don't know if I will be there or not. My wife can't fly
and it's too long a drive for me. There is still time, so I will wait and see. I may very
well be the oldest guy in our crew. At this point I am pushing 91. Hey! Take care!

Keep well! And, God bless!

lsl GeorgeStyles, CPO ret.

Editor's update: Since George wrote, he and Lou Gilbert have gotten together. George
and Lou will be carpooling to Charleston together.
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HarryW.Cuthbert
Jr.
Jr.diedonMarch22,2007
It is mysaddutyto reportmyFather-in-law,
Harry"Hank"
Cuthbert
fibrosisandafiera
frompulmonary
aftera valianteffortin Beaufort
CountyHospital.Dadsuffered
pneumonia
His3 daughters
to recover.
in hislungsandwasunable
boutwitha coldhedeveloped
to himtheirlove,
Linda,BetsyandDebbie
wereat hissidetending
himforhislastweekreaffirming
upuntil
admiration
andthanksforbeinga greatDad.Hewasextremely
activein hiscommunity
allhisdutiesinthosefinaldays,tuming
thedayhewasadmitted
to thehospital
andcompleted
"meals
onwheels"
thedayhewasadmitted.
overhiswatchof keyprojects.
Hewasdelivering
to thenextin
Transitioned
booksalecommittee
hischairmanship
ofthe"Friends
oftheLibrary"
group)recipient
(Lutheran
leadership.
Church
Hewrotethelastcheckdueoutto the"Thrivant"
Joyce,his
theweekbeforehediedandpassedonthebatonto thesecondonthatcommittee.
candidness
brideof 60yearsleftthisworldinJulyof 2006.Hisfamilywilldearlymisshishumor,
of
organization,
thememories
andlove.Hisrememberance
to theChamplin
intheSeaweed,
whichhecherished.
Sincerely
Richard
Bores
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CAPTAINKANGAROO
Jack Brawdyfound a longerversion ofthis
item in another veterqns'publication
Captain Kangaroo passedaway in 2004 at
age76, which is odd, becausehe always
lookedto me to be 76. His deathreminded
me of the following story.
Somepeoplehave beenoffendedthat the
actor, Lee Marvin, is buried in a grave alongside three and four-star generalsat Arlington
National Cemetery.His marker gives his
name,rank (Private)and service(USMC).
Nothing else.Here's a guy who was only a
famous movie star who servedhis time, why
the heck doeshe rate burial with theseguys?
Well, following is the amazinganswer:
I always liked Lee Marvin, but didn't
know the extentof his Marine Corps experiences.In a time when many Hollywood stars
servedtheir country in the armed forces often
in rear echelonpostswhere they were carefully protected,only to be trotted out to perform for the camerasin war bond promotions. Lee Marvin was a genuinehero. He
won the Navy Cross at Iwo Jima. There is
only one higher award,thp Medal of Honor.
If that is a surprising comment on the true
characterof the man, he credits his sergeant
with an even greatershow of bravery.
Dialog from "The Tonight Show with Johnny
Carson":His guestwas Lee Marvin

Johnnysaid, "Lee I'll bet a lot of people
don't know you were a Marine in the
initial landingon lwo Jima and that in
that actionyou earnedthe Navy Cross
and were severelywounded."
Lee: "Yeah. Yeah. I got shot squarein
the bottom and they gave me the Cross
for securinga hot spot about halfivay up
Suribachi. Bad thing about getting shot
up on a mountainis that guys getting
shot haulingyou down But, Johnny,at
Iwo I servedunder the bravestman I
ever knew. We both got the Crossthe
sameday, but what he did for his Cross
mademine look cheapin comparison.
That dumb guy actually stood up on
Red beachand directedhis troops- to
move forward and get the hell off the
beach.Bullets flying by, with mortar
rounds landing ever;rwhere,he stood
therethe main targetof gunfire so that
he could get his men to safetyHe did
this on more than one occasionbecause
his men's safety was more important
than his own life.
"That Sergeantand I have been lifelong
friends. When they brought me off Suribachi we passedthe sergeantand he lit a
cigaretteand passedit to me, lying on
my belly on the litter and said.'Where'd

they get you Lee?'(I said)
'Well Bob ... Ifyou makeIt
home before me. tell Mom to
sell the outhouse.'
"Johnny, I'm not lying,
SergeantKeeshanwas the
bravestman I ever knew.
The Sergeant'sname is Bob
Keeshan.You and the world
know him as Captain
Kangaroo."
America'sreal heroesdon't
flaunt what they did; they
quietly go abouttheir day to
day lives, doing what they
do. But they earnedour respect and the freedomsthat
we all enjoy. Look around
and see if you can find one
ofthose heroesin your
midst. Often they are the
onesyou leastsuspect,but
would most like to have on
your side if anything ever
happened.
Take the time to thank anyone that has fought for our
freedom.With encouragement they could be the next
CaptainKangaroo.
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REUNTON6ROUP- CHARLESTON
Oct. tO-14,2OO7
We hopeyou ore plonningto ottend. We hove been workingwith White Stor Tours,
weneed o minimumof 30 ottendees,of presenl we do not hovecloseto thot number.
We ore still workingto mokethis the reunionos published,someodjustmentsmoy be
necessory,we moy need your cooperotion. Hope you hove moiled your checks!
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From the Kitchen table of

LOUIS GILBERT
Someof my memoriesof the Champlin-which
may not be entirely accurate,as time may have dulled
my memory.
At 17 yearsof ageI enlistedon December2, 194l.The
Japanese,upon learningofthe quality ofrecruits, such
as f, decidedto strike five days later. They didn't think
the Navy could possiblysurvive,with the likes of me.
After three weeks at Newport, Rhode Island, I was on
my way to Ireland aboardthe U.S.S.Wilkes DD 441.
After nine months aboardthis ship, which went through
serious damages,unrelatedto combat, I was transferred
as a Fireman2/Cto the Champ,along with Albert Lee
Starr,Cox and Slc Parker.We were plank owners,but
were not sent to Fore River, but waited for her I't at
Fargo, and later at Frazier Barracks in the Boston, Navy
Yard.
After servingthree monthsmesscooking on the Wilkes,
I wasn'ttoo happy being assignedto compartmentcleaning. When it finally ended,I was sentto the after Fire
Room under Chief Joe Kratovil and lc Water Tender
ChesterGrabowskiwho becamemy mentor.
For somereasonwe N.Y. ladswere lookedat as wise
guys, who couldn'tkeepour traps shut. "Garbo" taught
me when to speakout, and when to shut up. With his
and Martin Cover'slessonson civility, I went on to become one of the youngest l/c petty officers in the Navy.
Someof my memories:While in chargeof Fire rooms,
while two sectionswere on 48's,I was approachedby
Lt. Fitzhugh,J.G. Asst. Eng. Officer, and told we were
to go into dry-dock in the a.m. My job was to put the
ship on an even keel so that it would rest properly. I
asked,"How"? I was shown#'s on the bow & Fan tail
water lines and told to pump oil as necessaryto accomplish this. With greatingenuityI hookedup shoresteam
of only 80lbs pressure,and was pumping oil at a very
slow rate, from forward to aft, with hosesI had rigged. I
was due to go on my own 48 at 8:00 am the next day. I
was up all night, and at 8:00 a.m. had madevery little
headway.When Lt. SimmonsSeniorEng. Officer
returnedfrom his own 48 and asked,"What the hell was
I doing?" When I informed him, he laughedand told me
neitherFitz or myself were very well informed.The ship
is balancedby a crane laying heavy lead weights on the
high end until balanced."Go get cleanedup and go on
your liberly."
I recall no one had a very high opinion of Fitzhugh,but I
shall always rememberFitz, George Styles and Bos'n
Powell, with ropes tied to them, trying to haul in survi
vors in a rough ocean.There is good in everyone.
While on the subjectof being good,we in the fire room
were not responsiblefor blowing tubes, when the crew

was airing bedding.The order always came from the
bridge.We took a lot of flak over that.
Another strongmemory was being tied up to the Seawall
at Mers EI Kabir, near Oran, the day PresidentRoosevelt
died. The P.A. announcedit while we were swimming
nude.They playedtapswhile we stoodat attentionthat
way.
Though I can't rememberthe date,while in the middle of
Atlantic where subswere sinking one of our convoy
regularly, we lost our fires, our steam,and our generator
power. The forward fire room had lost its fire becauseof
water in the oil. Somegreat brain decidedto open
connectingvalves to the after tanks. Problem was they
didn't shut down the forward pump and it had greater
pressurethan the aft. Result,bad oil put out the fires aft.
There we sat dead in the water for about an hour, while
we hand pumpedgood oil into the boiler till we got
enough steamto run the steam pump, and eventually
enoughto startthe generators.Talk about luck, no subs
found us.
There are probably many other seastories to relate, but
I'm sure they've been kicked around before and don't
cometo mind right now.
I would like to add though,that disciplineat times may
have seemedchickenpoop. I never found it to be bad
enoughto make me miserable.All of my memoriesare of
greatshipmatesand officers. Walter Tempinski was a
very good friend of mine. He was huge,and muscular,but
he didn't have a meanbone in his body. Likewise Rollie
Hollinsworth was a great outgoing guy. I only had one
fight while aboardthe Champlin and I don't evenwant to
relate it. We were a fine ship, and a greatcrew who

always
attacked
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FROMTHE TIN CAN SAILOR
We have word from the USS Laffey in Mt. Pleasant,SC,
"The ShipThat Wouldn'tDie",that they hosteda working
party made up of folks from the LaffeyAssociationfor a
week startingon 14 April. ltwas a live aboardexperience
for them and while on board the members preparedthe
after superstructureand after mast for painting. They
also preppedand paintedseveralareasback aft. They
were also able to do some hot work on the port side
breakwaterand did waterwaycombingremovals. They
continuedpaintingthe bos'n locker,radio room passageway doors and beganwork on the renovationof the mess
decks. As usual,the work that was performedwas of the
highestquality,and was indispensable
to the overall
maintenanceeffort on this criticalmember of our naval
and maritimemuseum. The LaffeyAssociationcontinues
to prove its love for the ship and their fellow crew members and set a standardfor cooperation,devotionand
dedicationby a ship's veteransassociation. The are
shipmatesof the highestorder.

Spring2000-sehadaGQ,sightedanrrnidentifiedshipwhich

Wake Island Bombardment
Thefollowing entriesarefrom the diary of RichardI.
e period
July 2''
29, '/'v
1945'v
to August 8,
Bermanand coverthe
Pe*uu{4v
Ig4s.
July 29.sunday.At sea.Passedthe International
Date line today so we skipped sut*auy. iJu^rrr-;;
usual, very hot and sunny.
July 30. Monday. At sea.Refueled from USS
pennsylvaniaabout 1330.yesterouy*riir"";;"
-crashparfy for carrier. Also had ,"u--uii'irr-ti^*'-

July31.Tuesday.
At sea.Tomorrow*.rirL.

about1430.
turnedoutto bea liberfyship.Secured
Expect to arrive Saipantomorrow afternoon.
August 5. Sunday.At sea_ nice and sunny to_
)^
day. Had GQ at 1000for AA fire. Knocked down
five sleeves'Arrived saipan at 1500' anchoredout'
Had a condition watch all night' Receivedmail'
August 6' Monday' Saipan- received fuel and
^ammunition in the aftemoon' The projectiles came
at.night' but we didn't take them as we were underw-aywhen they came about 1900' Rendezvous

*"1i.:::I2'::::::?'^1"^"

"r
Wake Island.The Pennsylvaniawill begin bombarding
^,-

atapproximatery
0730.
rrtheyreturn
r,.:;;;;;;;':

stroyerswill tryto knockout their shorebatteries.The
^'"
carrier'splaneshavea waterdistillingpr#u', ,i.ir^

^tgttt

/' ruescay' At sea- our convoy con-

HT:^lPjl9f:T:llT::111":'.tt::lt
anconeuE'

ships

ow convoy
^t:^"^:t"-"-T-:
is six fl^:T:,:*s
knotsto (Jkinawa'GQ at 1530for fir:1.""0
lng'

target.
August 8' wednesday' At sea- convoy inAugust l. wednesd ay. Atsea. Appro ximately "--0545 ^--

wesighted
wakersland.
About0600
t#;;;;;J

planesopenedtheiratrack;at 0630*.;;;ba.
Thepennsylvania
commenced
firing oiooiJoigo.
"batteries.
sheknocked
outwoeight
inchshore
At
1000we went in ourselvesto keep the island under fire
while the Pennsylvaniaand two canswent around the
other side of the island.We fired till 1230.The Japanesereturn fire was very little and ineffective at times,
althoughtwo shells hit about 200 yards off our port
beam. The battlewagonalso had a few close ones. One
of the carrier'splaneswas damagedby AA fire and
returnedto the carrier.At 1230the Pennsylvaniaand
the two cansretumed to lay down anotherbarrage.The
planesalso attackedthe island twice, againin the afternoon. As a whole the enemy didn't **t to return our
r
rr7
Ilre. we secureoat t+JU to contlnueon our course.
The attackwas consideredfairly
"rr""tiu"lriJiu.""stur.rheisrand
isbarren
anddesorate
wii;;";;;:"
tion at all visible. The Ordronaux came alongside at
1600 to take our mail off. The Pennsylvanialost one of
her planes. It cracked up while landing.

proceiding

August2. Thursday.At sea.
to Saipan
--:.
.,, n
.:_'-l
.,
;wlln rennsylvaruaano two olner cans- lne cflrrer and

two flush-deckers
left uslastnightto returnto Pearl
Harbor. Thereis no sun today and someheavy
neavy sws's'
swells,
and inconsistentrain.
August3. Friday.Atsea.Stillhavingrainand
swells.

Paydaytoday,paidoff a few smalldebtsandwon
$10in a pokergame.
August4:--Saturday.
At seaSunnytoday.At 1400

"l,l,t^o-o^l''""*
:::::-"13-:i^:,-:H::*3
Itttleratnat
sunnyandveryhot agam'
ftl"*'
night'Expectto arriveokinawathe 12th'

,,.,.f"?0il:t'n'.1:lrlij?i#tfin'jt'*?ljffi
itli$t-:1il
Prewitt's
toit ar hisfootwasextended
slightly
overtheopening.
atOkinawa
Broketwelvebonesinthefoot.Whenanchored
forxrays.
DocFaaland
tookhimovertothePennsylvania
washitinthesickbay'
2 hoursaftertheyleft,thePennsylvania

NEEDED!
Up-to-date

E-mail Addresses

Nosing for news for the Fall issue of The
seauteed, the editor recenfly sent out a series
of e-mails to the e-mail addresses listed on
the latest champlin Reunion Group Roster'

lfiJiH:ff::H::i'.T:[ii"Jf,'**
Please send your latest e-mail address to
rrrc,
rc(r ue[rrso'
me. Ted
Johnson iirr
and Norm Prewitt. Norm

11911t:
3:,I::ton^Roster'
current e-mail
addresses:

Hete,are

j21 ^ 4'
writeTLJ@comcast.net
t/,iqqJ.
Nl.rrrur* LilBitpBp@;;i;;;
-- v---'----*,,'\
KtOi^knA,
hu
Please-Do It Now!
YVheAV*
* * * * * * r. * * * * * * * * * *

Ted:

"The truest happinessis found in
mokingothers hoppy."
{
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Here SHE is, the USS New York, nnde f rom the World Trode Centert

USSNewYork
It vuas
built nith 24 tonsof scrapsfee/fromthe WorldTradeCenter.
It is the fifthin a newclassof taarsh
ip - designedfor miss,onsthatinclude specialoperationsagainst
ferron'sfs.
lt vill carrya crewof 36Osa/orc and 700combat-readyMaines fo be deliveredashoreby
helicopters
and assaultcraft.
Sfee/fromthe WorldTradeCentervvas
melteddovntin a foundryin Amite,LA to castthe ship'sbow
section.Whenff uaspourcdinto the moldson Sepf 9, 2003, "thosebig rough steelvwrkers
treatedit vith
totalreverence,"recalledNavy Capt.Kevin Wensing,vfto rresthere."lt vas a spiitual momentfor
everybodythere."
JuniorChavers,foundryoperationsmanager,saidthat uhenthe tradecentersteelfirstanived,he
touchedit vith hishandand the "hairon my necksfoodup." "lt had a big meaningto it for all of rJs,"he
said."Theyknockedus dotut.Theycan'tkeepus dovn.We'regoingto be back."
Ihe ship'smofto?"NeverForget"

Monday,August06,2007 AmedcaOnllne:LILBITPBP Page: I
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ATTENTION!! Pleqre r€Grd. . .

Notice thir form or one lihe it, with pqyment must qrrive in Excebior by

teptembersth qr WHITETOURJCHECKMUJTBEMAILEDBYJEPTEMBER
sth
ATTENTTON: Becauseof the lack of aftendees there may have to be some
SPEC:EAL
ad,iusfments made in our tours. Thrs is sfill a work n orogress
but we wonfed fo make sure fhaf you are aware of thrs problen.
Qather your friends and jon us, the more the memier!
CHAMPLINREANIONOCTOBER
rO-r4,2oo?
Pleate read the attached sheet on both rides to tee what is contained in the pachage.

The cort for the fiue dqyr trnd 4 night pqchtrge ir $3?9.oo per perron,
YouWILLNOTmoheyour rerervotionwith t{re hotel.
Thir will be hondled by White ttqr Touri.
We reqlize thot thfu ir different from the woy thingr hove been done before, bqt we arh thot you
cooperote with ur to mohe thir o wonderful experience for oll.

PLEA'E COMPLETE
THE FOLLOWINGFORM
Spoure/Guert

Nqme

Addresr
Telephonq
Room: Double Bedr

King

Do you need o hqndicap room?

Mahe your chechto: Chqmplin ReunionGroup - gl7g.Oo per - g?S8.Oofor turo
Mail your chechto: Normon Prewitt
20,49Eortridge Driue
ExcelriorJpringr, MO. e4o%

'??lJlKEi'\fJs)

Chechr murt be to Normon by feptember sth, 2ooz. Full pqyment to be poid to
White ttqr Tourr. They will then complete the rereruqtionr with the hotel.
White ttqr ir who the LqQuintq Riueruiew Hotel will be worhing with qrrigning
foomt
We reqlize thir ir different, but pleore, we qrh thqt you worh with ur, qr we will worh
with you when you holt q reunion.
Quertionr:

Normon or Phyllir al6-63o-7272
Bechy 1lO-674-:Xn7

DOORPRIZE
BRIN6 ONE!

This is s pochqge deql-g37g.oo-5

dsyr 4 niglrtr
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This isn'ta Navystory,but thoughtit interestingenoughto share:
Subject

Read this...Aet he feelsstupidnow

Checkthis out...LukeAFB is west of Phoenixand is rapidlybeingsurroundedby civilization
that complainsabout
the noise from the base and its planes,forgettingthat it was there long beforethey were. Apparently,an individual
who livessomewherenear LukeAir ForceBasewrote the localpapercomplainingabouta groupof F-16sthat
disturbedhis/herday at the mall.When that individualreadthe responsefrom a LukeAFB officer,it must have stung
quitea bit.
The complaint:
"Questionof the day for Luke Air ForceBase:Whom do we thankfor the morningair show?LastWednesday,at
precisely9:11 a.m.,a tightformationof four F-16jets made a low passoverArrowheadMall,continuingwest over
Bell Road at approximately500 feet. lmagineour good fortunel Do the Tom Cruise-wannabesfeel we need this
wake-upcall, or were they trying to impressthe cashiersat Mervynsearly bird special?Any responsewould be appreciated."
The response:
Regarding"Awake-upcallfrom Luke'sjets" (Letters,Thursday):On June 15, at precisely9:12 a.m.,a perfectly
timed four-shipflyby of F-16s from the 63rd FighterSquadronat Luke Air Force Base flew over the grave of Capt.
Jeremy Fresques.Capt. Fresqueswas an Air Force officerwho was previouslystationedat Luke Air Force Base and
was killedin lraq on May 30, MemorialDay.At 9 a.m. on June 15, his familyand friendsgatheredat SunlandMemorial Park in Sun City to mournthe loss of a husband,son and friend.Basedon the letterwriter'srecountof the flyby,
and becauseof the jet noise,I'm sure you didn'thear the 21-gunsalute,the playingof taps,or my wordsto the
widowand parentsof Capt. Fresquesas I gave them theirson'sflag on behalfof the Presidentof the UnitedStates
and all those veteransand servicemenand women who understandthe sacrificesthey have endured.A four-ship
flyby is a displayof respectthe Air Force pays to those who give their lives in defenseof freedom.We are professionalaviatorsand take our jobs seriously,and on June 15 what the letterwriterwitnessedwas four officersliningup
to pay their ultimaterespects.The letterwriter asks, "Whom do we thank for the morningair show?"The 56th Fighter
Wing will call for you, and fonryardyour thanks to the widow and parentsof Capt. Fresques,and thank them for you,
for it was in their honor that my pilotsflew the most honorableformationof their lives.

