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From: Cornmander Task Unit TV'IENTY-SEIB{ POn'lT -sIX POINT f,'[0.
( Cornmander Destroyer Diuision THIn,TY-fi'P)

Cornrnander in Chief , U. S. F1eet.
(1) Cornraander Task Unit T/rENTY-SEVEI{ POI}IT SIX POINT OI{8.

(Corunender Destroyer Squadron SIXTIIN)
(Z) Coruaander Task Group T/i.ENTI--OI{E POINT FIFTm,l.

(Commandi-ng Off icer, U.S.S. CROATAN)
(3 ) Cornmander in Chief , U.S. Atlantic Fleet.

Sub ject : Task Uruit 27 .6 ,2, Anti-subnrari:re, Hr.mter-lfiller Operations
Report ofn

Ref erence: (*) Ci.rr0lant 1tr L3CL-I+3 (Rerrised) .

Lhclosure: (r) 
:ffi';:":i":lto3ff:iHl;'rl""i$:ti*gica1 

order' sent

i. The following chronological report is subnritted. c onc erni-ng the
anti-subroarine, hunter-kiIler operations leaCing up to and including the sink-
ing of Gernan U-boat U-556, about L723 Queen, 7 April 1944 in vicin:ity of
latitude 40-19 

'North, 
longitud.e 6Z-35 Yrb st : -

TUEIIDAJ. 4 APRIT 1944 - ZONE PLUS 4 4i,E 
I

0S56 Task Unit 27 "6.2, consisting of USS BOYLE, USS nfu,nS, USS bH.Upf,fU
and USS ORDROI{AUX underway in accordd,nce with CinClantt s dlspatches
29O3lJ of trfarch and 021703 of April l'9h4t standing out of Casco Bayf
Idaine" CommanCer Task Uruit 27,6,2 (Commander Destroyer Division 32)
in uss BorJE (oo5oo).

1030 - Proceeding on course IL6oT, speed 1! lorots in

1600 - Forrcation changed. to scouting }ine bearing 026c
speed. 18 Imots,

'1^,ED.I\TESDAY, , 5 APRIL 1944 - ZONE PLUS, 4 TIME
. :

Receiveci d.ispatch from CTG 2!.L5 wh:ich read.
]![0',IE,INT0 AREA 39-4I I{0R11{ t\r{D 6214 }"t]tST.
UFoNIARRIVAL'Io CTG 2:-,']5 d,espatch OtrJ6L2 of

: -
lorots, ' .fU 27 .6',4 

'sightea

1
l -

to

/ lJ6;3 ser 030
April L9LJ+.
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10 April L9t&,

Subj  ect  : Task Unit 27 .6,2, Anti-submarins, Hunter-Kil ler Operations
Report  of .

O(:36 Task Unit 27.6,2 relieved Task Unit 27.6.1+ (Des*iv 35) on patrol in
posltion 40-30 N, 63-OO tt. Proceeded to patrol area 62-64 Vl, 39-41 N.

1415 CHAIIPLIN reporteC sound contact bearing I55oT, range 1OOO yard.sl

ir4L7 CHAI{PIJI'I d.ropped 3 charge pattern on doubtful contact, losi:rg contact
at, 350 yards range. CHAI,rPLIIil,vrab directed to remain in vicirrity and
jlvestigate. Contact subsequently. evaluaLed as fish.

JIAI Directed CHAI.4PLIN to.resume statj-on in scouting formationn

L65O Search plan f or n-iglrt patrol outlined in despat ch 05L510 from CTG
21.15 rryas sane as day before e::cept area shifted two degrees west''
Area to be patro11ed,, latitude 39-4I N, Iongitud.e 6!+16 W. Set cou.rse'
for new patrol area.

2045 SG rad.ar contact bn four surface targets at 27OoT.

2l3O - Surface targets picked up at 2)J+5 identified as TG 21.150

ITilJRSDAY. 5 AFITIL 1944 ; Zolt"E PLUS,4 TIIE , ' i r .  
.  ' ' .  ' , , r  ; , .  I

J  l ' : :  r  " l '  
r l

Target bearing O15oT, di-st"nc e ZB.0O0 yards Bicked. up 
i- 'r4 

"*.
Sighted. two planes bearing 01OoTr" dtstance 16roOo'yaras'. . '' , r

,  ,  , , , , 1 ; , , ,  r ; ,  . : .  . . , :  r  .  ,  . . ,  
, . ,  ,  ; . ' , , 1  1 ,

Planes sighted. were deternined. to be friendly planes from USS CROATAIT.
' n

Altered course to 090-T and. formed scouting line for sweep in accord-
ance vrith CTG 21.15 insLructions as out]jned in his dlspatch 0l&6l.2 of
April-.

,  . ] .

of friendly strrface
i

08w

0850

a85z

tLz5

1300

L920

t927

1931 :

Changed course to O00oT to pass bror:.rrd group
identif ied as TG 21.15.

.  : .  . .  ,  . : , , .  . . _
Changed speed of' forrnation to 17 lsrots;

' . -  \ '  ' .  ' " . ,

First voice' contaet betrryeen CTIJ 27 ,5.1 (C0Sf5 )
.

tuhanged. coorse' to 2l0oT, speed. 15' ]motsi  " ,1"
' r l

.  . . . ' . . . . . ,  , . .  . .  , , . . ' ,  
' .  t .
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Sub jec t : Task Unit 27 ,6,2. t
Report of.

)

10 April I9M'.

OperationsAnti-subnrarine, Hunter-Killer

r?'TpAY.. 7 Ai?RrL L944_ - ZCIfS PLUS 4 Tr].{E

03]O - Plane from the USS C,P.OATAN reported contact. 
-i 11 ;',.1 i i;'

o33O - Contact reported. to be at 4o-l+7 l{, 62-lg ',i{. contact fired upon'planeo

0337 CT[-I 2?,6,2 d.irecbed bI cTG 21.15 to proceed. at marjraum speed. to point

of contact, distance 65 miles.

A345 Ctranged. course to O56of, speed 2J lmots

O45g Sighted. red. flare bearing 07IoT, id.entified as having been dropped by

one of the CtOATAll t s Planes.

O5C6 Sighted. another flare bearing O?OoT. 
' '

05Og F Changed. course to O72oI;

o5z5 choltmrs planes orbiting over site of contact, dropped two white flabes

bearing 080eTr distance 25 nril-eso

0552 Ghanged. course to O6Oof.

0559 Sighted. four planes bearing O?OoT.
' ' tY ' '  :

0606 '-'Changed speed to 19 lcnotsi

o6fO - BOYLE rgported tsouid contact ruhich vras bel-ieved
.  .  , . ' : .  I  ' . .  ,

.to be positive

ing 1foot, ranle 1500 YardsA

,/ 6$ - BonE dropped 3-1 chargo pattern at deep u:!!pe at 5 secohd irttervalsr
'/ '-: 

si""a it i'i-oe og ririie i5 Lots, courie 1?0oT, approxi'nate. location
lilro fr, Oi-:f v. conianarag gliiler of BOYLE reported siglrting peris-
cope in'wake shorbly after depth charge explosionj

' ' 'i  . .  , . .  :
o6ze-BOuErega ined 'contac tbear jngo85oT, range1O5oyards. ob28 -. tsOIl$ rggal,neq. co[EasL Dearlrrg vo)- L, l.drrSs 'L\r/\r Jqrsv'

, ' ,  

! :  
.

0632 - Bolrg passed. over dropping point and. d.ropped. two depth chaiges as
' ' . .' \ o 'irreaf ed dOUbtful; :. al'.uyYGlJ' gr4 i \{tJ r4L' v' 

. :.. . : .. ' :- : . . ' , _ . . ' ' ' . ' . : , , . ; j ' . l . . ' '

I
: + "
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Task Urdt 27 ,6 ,2, Anti-submarine, Hunter-Killer Operations
Report of;

0635 - ftrree planes circled. over forrnation. bH.$aLfN reported she had contact
but loit it before dropping. CHAIFLIN was di-rected. to try to regain
contact n

O55O - Snips of this unit less CI'"A.ITPLIN were directecl to close in to form
scouting line, CliA.{lJN remained in locality of original contact.

. Scouting course O2O"T, ships jn Ule norrnal to course, distance 3000
yards 1

O?15 - cKi 21.15 sent dispatch (oZogfS) to Cinolant, Snforming t'trat deflnite
contact fired at aiicraft and subrnerged at laL 4O-l+7 N, ].ong 62-19 I4I.

0?50 - C*ranged. course to 2OOpT" Uss HUSE and USS I?OST fron TG 21.15 Jolned
the foraation and took station on b ea.n of flagship, l00O yards distance.
CHLIdPIIN rejoined forrnation not having regained contact.

Altered course to 02OoT.

cD32/ ar.64/ ̂ 9
Serj-al OO5

- a r r - ,  ' J " " ' . . . i  
i  l

"hqEP*T
Subj  ect :

0821 -

0843

0850 -

0920

1015

Task Unit 2716.2 plus HUSE and FROST joined by Task Uri:it 27.6.1t proceed-
ed to patrol area in seouting lfure, CTu 27.6.1 .in operational control.

E<ecuted box turn to starboard.. Qsrnmsnsed. 
-search 

in accorda^nce ffiith
t i " g " *#21 r I "2L9 .HUSEand .Fn '0STd . : i r ec t€d . t ocond .uc t i nd .epend .en t .
search area of contact. .  

i , r . .  .  .  . ,  : , j .  .  . . i
- Erecuted. box turn to starboard., intervaL after turn i'ojrb€ ?€CJO {?i1.,qi;*ef.tr.j$f 

'.,:i

- Erecuted box twn to starboard.,-HUsE and !noS! ordered t" tat;.9ii119{;;.li l:f.!
in scoutlng Ii-ne, one at each end as second ship.

. ' .
- Scecuted. box turn to std,rboard., coming to course il-OoT.

CW 27.6.1 d.:lrected. CTLJ 27.6.2 t 'o proceed. I4ri th TV.27.6o2 plus HUSE. to 
' i  . ' "

'L249

]-350

-4-
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Subject : Task Unit 27 ,6,2 t
Report of.

. t 1 .  , 4 \

\ , )
. /  I  ,  

'

DEST|IO'r';R Dl|lS'if;i i ; i ri lrT'l'TWC

c7o Fl;;t. Posr Oifice
r, ! '  r  n

, ,!1,*i [x'j'' i . 'i"
:

Anti-submarine, Hwrter-Killer Operations

L5A7 Forrnation ehanged, cou.rse to 27OoT with fornration
BOTLE.

I53O Changed course fo 134oT, scouting line bear5.:rg 0440. Order ships frorn
r-i oht, to left: BOY-i.,E, CHA],{PLIN', I'IIELDS, HUSE aiia ORDR0NAiIX, distance
3000 yards. Scouting line headed to pass through initial point at
1600 on initial eourse of retilirg search curv€r

L5t+O CllA-ltrLIN reported sound. contact on port Uorr at 5OO yard.s ranger Do
charges dropped. Directed CHA].trIJIrl to rernain in vicinity lat tl0-19 N,
long 6z-3 S Tfo

L55l CHAI,FLIN regained contact, I{USE assisting.

L552 CHIII"LIN lost conlact at '/00 yarCs r&rrg€r

1555 CTTJ 27 .6,2 reported positive contact to CTIJ 2? 15.1.

L6O5 - HtiSE reported. strong contact at O25oT. Lost contacto

1609 Fornation less CI{A]AIII( and. HUSE changed. course to 2?hoy and reduced.
speed to l4 knots to patrol jx close viciniby of contact.

I

CHAI,trLIN and. HUSE regained. positive contacts.

CH/.WLII{ reported, again l-ost contact, was,d.irected, to stay

CHAIdPIII'I dropped snoke'float at point of contactr

CHAItrIJN reported, contact ab )lflo T, /OO yard.s rang
same co[t&Ctr,  , , . '  ,  

' , : , , ,  
] : , :  l ' , .  " , .  ,  

' ,  '

on beari-ng O44o from

$,ith it.

lolJ-

1614

1616

L6z3
'"., 

"

r.62t,

tg2

T6lJ
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Subjec t : Anti-subnarine, Hunter-i(iller Operations
Report of.

L65O CHAI@LIII, ha'rilg regained contact, nad.e another run and dropped. a ni-ne
charge nedium depth pattern. Evaluated as good contact"

L655 Submarine surfaced.

L655 - BOYT,E, NIILD,S end CRDfiOIIAUX directed to close submarj-ne. CHAi'{PIJI{ and
HUSE directed to close submarine and sink with gunfire, whi-ch they pre-
ceeded to carry out. .

1559 - CHAI,PLIN rammed surfaced submarine and reported several hits jn conning
toiver by g'.rnf ire.

Survivors reported in water, the subrnarine captain apparently havl-:rg
ord.ered ltabandon shi-prr g{!gl the rarnrning. O{A}GLIW ana HusLfiring on :
the subrnarine. Reported t'o CTilJ 27.5 .1 - rrsubmarine on surfacett .

CTG 21.15 and. CTIJ 27.6.I reported. they were closing scene of action.

Submarine reported. badJy damaged. and sinking.,

- NTr'',l,DS and ORDRO]'IAUX lrere ordered to pick up survivors and. BOlf,E, CHAIdPLIN
and HUSE to screen them.

't

Subnarine sank bt 4O-l-9 N, long 6245 lT. 
+"

i CI{AIFLIN reported she had sustained da-nage, the fult extent of which was
not yet lcrownn CilAUPIf,ltr also reported the Comm.anding Officer, Comrnander
John J. Sbaffer, IIf, U.S. Naly seriously injured by gunfire' CIIALtrIJI{
was dlrected to. talce a safe @urse and repair danages

f  iOI

].702

t7L5

L720

L723

L732
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10 April LgLl+.

*tri:.pubmarine, Hunter-Killer Operations

t9@ - ltre subrirarine was identified as b eing of ths ?5O ton cla.ss and the
ORDR0NAIIX reported that' jn addition to the captaln it had picked up j : - i, ,
one otber officer and fifteen ratings and the NIELDS reported having r.

. picked up one officer and ten ratings totalirrg 28 survivors (see CTU '
2?.6.1 despatch 080506 of April 1944). The subnarine I s nunber rnas. , , , , ..
revealed as betut u-S56.

1 r . " '  ,  , ,
1925 - Ttre Connending Officer bt ttre CgCef,INr' Connander John J. Shaffer, III, :' .

U.S. Navy, naa reported as doing nJ.ce].y. _ . i ;,,i::; :l

2255 - NIELDS and ORDRONAIII( rejolned. BOYIE; MILDS and ORDROMIX sqreening ,
CHAWIJN. CHA],{PIJN proceeding u:ith danage repairs and operation on
Connnanding Officer.

sATraDAY, I ApRrL 1944 - ZONE FLUS 4 TIrq

- Changed course to 0B5oT.

CI{AI,PLIN reporfed. operalj-on on Comnand.ing Officer cornpleted, condition
urr-f avorableo

(..,

0245
f ected temporary repairs . Pro ceeding to l,lew {ork
verba] orders redeived frorn CTV 27 o5.1. '*"

CI{AIPLIN having ef- ;
in accordance with

0533 - Azneed speed to 1l knots after TBS conversati-on, establishing fact that
CHAI{PI,IN couLd rnake this speed safely.

0816 - CI{A}tr!IN reported that their Connanding officer, Conaarder John J. Shaffer,
III, U.S. l{avy, dieC at 080J that norning.

0030

0200

2 o Tfeather conditions at 1700 Qgeen,

'ffind. - Force [, S]V x ]T.
Ternperatr:re - Dry brrlb - 55o .

7 April ].9t&:-

.,. lTemperature, water - 650.
,. ,Sea - 4r- SIT x W.' 

Batheotheruograph range
,  .  .  . :

2hcfJ.
i.

yards r

-7 -
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Task Un:it 27 .6.2, Antj,-submarj-:re, Hr:nter-ih1ler Operati-ons
Report ofo

3. CTL 2?.5.2 conslders that the Gernan subrnarine U-856 rras stnk ;
by the comblned actlon of the USS CI{AMPLIN (DD601) and the USS I{LSE (Onf4l). ,,:'
USS oRDnoNAtiX (DD51?) picked up fifteen ratlngs and tuo officers includ5ng

.connanding officer. USS NIELDS (DD6f6 ) picked up ten ratings and one officer.. . i.,i",
Rescue of survinors was caried on under djfffcult sea conditiona,' PrLsonersr,, ., ,. i,rii.
totaling twenty-eiglrt, were delivered to representatives of the Comnandantr. i.:,.' "r.,'" 1{l
ltrird Naval- District on arrival Neu York, N.Y. ' 

. . : l:i.i
' 

4, .I?re action lvas carried on io a fjaal conclusion jn accordari 
t *' u '' 

" .;1 ,iifl ,
rith the best traditlong of the Naval- Sirvice. , In the progreos of- the actlon;1.ti 

" 
i.:,. ,i''..i , 

',

Comnander John Jackson Shaffer, III, U.S. Nav-y (63162);' Connanding Officer, U$si t';'.r'.',;1 ',
CI{AUPL,TN (DD6OI), was seriously r^ounded by gunfire bnd-died the f;Ilowjng.iorn- I
ing as a result of these wounds.

' I

5. lYansrn-ission of this letter by registered raail w:ithin the con:
tinental linrits of the United States is authorioed.

tn / \
u,l.:@
c. L. lmlsoN.

COPIES FOR:
cor,DESRoN 16 ( Cru 27 ,6 ,l)
co us-s cttoATAlT ( cru 2L.I5)
CII{CLANT

COPY TO: (direcL )
COlflNCH
COI'CIESLANT
CIl{CLi\}JT


