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ations of the Court of Inguiry to inguire into the circum-

' stances connected with the fatal injury of Coimander John

| Jaskseon Shaffer, 1II, U.3. Havy, Cormanding Officer, U.S.S.

, CHAKPLIN (DD601), and injuries to personnel of that vessel on
. 7 April, 1944, are approved.

|

‘ Commander Destrovers, U,S5. Atlantic 'leet, has issued
| directives to all ships of Destroyers, U.S. Atlantic Fleet,
| exmbodying the recormendations ofithe Court. Commander

P Destroyers, U.S. Atlantic Fleet), further recorriends that

i vessels of other commands also be informed in the premises.
|

No further action is contemplated.
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The proceedings, finding of facts, opinion and recormend-



\VAVAL § lULlj% Biril
DECLASS\H\:D : FINDING OF FAOTS
1. %That on the late afterncen of ¥ April, 1944, the
UST CHAMPLIR {0D-€01) was in action with a surfaced snemy
submaring In $i: Eorth Atlansis. :
£. ¥That duoring the aetion and at about 1703. aone'éesoripa
tien plus 4j, ﬁommanderlgohn Jabke@n 8haffer, XXI,(H. 5. Havy,

sommandéing offlcer of the USS CHAMPLIN (DD-801) was wounded b&
fregmentsc of fiying metnl, while standing on the port wing of
the dridge ern? ‘asing outdoard.

S. That lirst-ald %o COommander Ghaffer wac immedlatoly
administered,

. 4. That ot 2810 on 9 April, 3944 an exploratory lapar-
otomy on Commander Shaffer was begun,

b. That, at the request of Commander 8haffer, the
operation wey Tcgun under epinal cnesthesia, which wore off
after approxiuntiely 40 minutes, necessitating supplemental
intravencup snocsthesla whieh pr&v@ﬂ unsatiefactory #o that
eventually c¢thor had to be used. |

6. 7That 1% was dln@overod ti:at fommander Shaffcr had
sustained aul%iple perforationes of the small intestines and
that a pleos ¢f netal vas embedded in the meaehtery.

- Pe. Thal 2en perforations of the small intestines wers

closed and thz plece of metal removed from the mesentery by

the medion) si’ieer of the USS CHAMPLIN,

8. %hat curlng the gourse of the operation Commander

Shaffer went {vto a state of éaep shoek., o
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Thet

though plasma and inlravenous injections of

n2 were edministercd, Oommander Bhaffer 4id not
inesgs and dled at 03 on|8 April, 1844

znander Bhaffer was buried gt seaz on the after-
1044, by orders of Uommanfer in Chief, United
ough dlopateh No. 01785, ApFil 194d.

eutopsy wee performed.

:n sddition %o the sbdeminal wounds, fommander

4 e

&oud

puneture wounds the 1ateral aspest of the

2

¢ 1of% thigh and in tho medlal aspeet of the
right leg.

a évadenoe gotadbliszhes boyond doubt that Odm—
8 wouﬁdod vhen ghells from the MHo. 4, £0-

the port wing of the bridge atruuk"thé“ :

ready esmmunition nox.

tw 114 of the ready pmmunition box was in its

=nd extended abevy'ihe top of the bulwark at

1l1limeter gun fipsd in%o.it.»

tn the afternoon of 7 April, 1944, the ecam limit
0-nillimeter gun would not prevent the projes-

ng the 114 of the roaldy smmunition box in

ihe eam llmit stops hnd been 1no$all¢d in §he
.501) et the New YcrX Mavy Yard, Brooklym, .
«bruary, 1944, . L
& installation of the oem 1imit stops en lNo.

sun eonformed %o thz poliey eet forth in



"in operation, -~ zolely %y tracor.

Bureau of Ordnun:ir Clroular Letter U5, 08-43.

18. Thet tho réady smaunition hox had been installed
prior tr the inst2ilation of the ¢az 1imit stops.

10. That ¢:o ovidence eoiabliihos boyon& &oubt that, at
the time the nrs c2tiles from ths Uo. 4, 20-millimeter gun
strusk the moloo 116 of the roaly oaounition box, fo. 4 gun
wvas %ralned foxovd and tﬁéing en The uﬁbmnr&né then bBoering
about 320° Rol.oo o, '

£0. Fha? w0 gun was being crorated by Miller, Nichard
Bugene, elgnzivc:. third olass, ¢lnun V-8, U. 8, Haval Reserve,
who was firinz 11ihout the uge of o yun slghi,'uﬁich vas pot

21. Tnat oo 114 of the reanly zemunitlon box was ralsed
in order to viir. s magazines for corvielng the No. 4, 20-milli-
meter gun, _

28, Thwat J.ring the aetion, «.tn the projestiles from
the 20~§1llimeﬂw- vun ptruek tho —: zed 114 of the ready
ammunition Liow,  llingsworth, Rololsh Pottor, signalman first
class; bkuﬁg J oyl ﬁlb@?%,'ﬁanarﬁn? third oleee; and Estes,
Gorold L., onzcn first elags, who wore etanding in way of the
réady anpunitic. Uox, were weundsi v fragments of metal.

23, Thgt duving the rotion wlo following aanber@ of the
shlp‘s eoppaiy o: the U8 CHAMPLIY g D—&Ol) vers lnjur@ﬁ:

| Kamo | | Rage - | Ngture of !nju;z

o

Rotes, Corold | Ceaman firaet ¢ :csg L-ceratloni of heed

and left hand
Hollingsworth, Bignalman firo? Laserations of right

Raleigh Potto: aleos ars, head, and lower
back
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B Raze Rato ure of I

R

Okun, Joseph Alnord  Bonarmen t21r4 ' Laéerations of left
, elasa . .foot and 10vnr 1ort

! - Loyd, Josenh Coxzwain """ Laoerations and sontu-
' elons of left hand

Possible punctured

Miller, Edward ¥, Junner®c m:
i tympanus

third olans -

Higgina, Donzla 0. Torpedonegy v Possible punctured
‘ third elas:z tyapanua

That okun, Joseph Albert wao loopitallized at the U, 8,
Raval Hoapitsl, ‘rooklyn, Hew Yori. That the remaining men
listed reenive’ -upropriate medtesl treatment sboard ship.

That, other ithan the sen eapumerazic’ in this £inding, no members
of the ehirls conpany were dnjur &, ;

24, Thst (here i@ nro evilonso to indleate that shells froa
the esubnagrine a2sused the dnfurlcey, ‘

25, Ghnd trers ls no evideroe o indicate that projectiles
from gny other vesnesl in ths vi- - 17y eaused the injurles.

26. ©hui 1vo members of U un erew wsre not avare of
the possibility :iat projeetilen “rom tha'No. 4, 20-millimeter
gun would a%ril: lhe palsed 117 7 t{he ready ammunitien box.

27. Thnt ton prodestils: ron the 20-millimeter gun could
not have oZrush (ne 14d of the ¢ - - smmunition box 1f 1t had
been in clcac fT;iﬁi@ﬁe |

28, 7ha® o oon Snspectlon -7 “ho USS CHAMPLIN (DD-601)

by thie court o 1. end 18 -Appil, 1044, 1% was found that the
after inbosrd cornzr of the coves of the ready ammunition box
gervieing tho o, 4, 20-millisc’ © achine gun had been struck

by projectiics :-om this gun, ¢ ¢ the forward wall of the
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